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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES 
COMMITTEE held on 29 July 2010 in the Uniform Groups’ Headquarters, Fiddlers 
Lane, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor DF Holman (in the Chair) 
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor Mrs HL Thorniley-Jones 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 
24 APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for authorised absence were received from: 
 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young 
 
25 MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
26 MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held on 22 April 2010 

be confirmed as a correct record. 
 
27 AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2009/10 
 
 The Clerk reported that the External Auditor had signed off last year’s 

Accounts and there were no matters giving cause for concern.  It was noted 
that the invoice for this work had been received in the sum of £470.00. 

 
 The Internal Auditor had submitted his report and Members considered it in 

detail. 
 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) it be noted that the External Auditor has signed off the Council’s 2009/10 
Accounts;  and 

 
(2) the Internal Auditor’s report containing useful comments be noted and Mr 

Salisbury be thanked for his hard work. 
 
28 PARISH COUNCIL INSURANCE 
 
 Members had each been sent a copy of the summary of the Council’s 

insurance cover, together with a Certificate of Employer’s Liability Insurance 
received from Community Consultation Limited (CCL). 

 
 It was noted that a copy of the policy document was available on CCL’s 

website www.communitylincs.com 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the details of the insurance cover and the Certificate of Employer’s 

Liability received from CCL be noted. 
 
29 POLICING ARRANGEMENTS IN SAUGHALL 
 
 The Clerk reported that Inspector Steve Beddows had written to her informing 

that a replacement for PCSO Mike Butler, who was leaving in August to take 
up a position as a Police Constable, had been actioned by the Constabulary’s 
Head of Human Resources.  In an ideal setting Inspector Beddows hoped to 
have someone in place before Mike left but it may be the case that this could 
not be achieved.  If this happened the Inspector would be providing a resource 
for Saughall in the interim. 

 
 Members raised concerns as they had been expecting a named officer to be 

appointed and in post before Mike left allowing for a lead-in period so Mike 
could introduce the new PCSO to Saughall and there could be as smooth a 
transition as possible.  Members did not think that an interim period of cover 
was in the spirit of the joint agreement effective from 1 April 2010. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to write back to Inspector Beddows setting out the 

Council’s concerns and requesting an urgent progress report that she could 
relay at the Council meeting scheduled for 7:30pm on Monday, 2 August 
2010. 

 
30 HIGHWAY ISSUES 
 

(a) Parked Cars on Pavements 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the position continue to be monitored with PCSO Mike Butler and his 

successor taking appropriate action where possible. 
 
(b) Speeding Traffic and the Proposal for Saughall to be Designated a 

Community Speed Watch Area 
 
 It was noted that the village did not yet meet the criteria to be designated a 

Community Speed Watch Area. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That regular speed checks continue whenever the Council is able to 

borrow the Speed Indicator Device or Speed Gun. 
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(c) Potholes 
 
 Members were pleased with the high standard of road resurfacing work 

carried out in Rakeway, The Ridings and on part of Fiddlers Lane but 
wondered when the rest of Fiddlers Lane and the potholes identified on the 
map Councillor WI Humphrey had produced, and which the Clerk had 
scanned in and sent electronically to Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 
Area Engineer, would receive attention. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to write to Ian McNeil, the Area Engineer, and 

request an update on when progress on the remaining potholes can be 
expected. 

 
(d) Kingswood Lane – Proposed Traffic Prevention Order 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar reported that consultations had been carried out with 

4x4 drivers but that the date for responses had passed.  He felt it 
appropriate for the Clerk to now write to Cheshire West and Chester 
Council Officers requesting that Kingswood Lane be gated as the Parish 
Council looked forward to using the Lane for leisure activities such as 
walking and horse riding. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to take the action Councillor RA Storrar 

proposed. 
 
(e) Kingswood Lane – Removal of Japanese Knot Weed 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar reported on the removal of Japanese Knot Weed and 

requested that the Clerk get in touch with Simon Lammond of Cheshire 
West and Chester Council to request the removal of the debris, or 
preferably, that it be burnt. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to take the action Councillor RA Storrar 

proposed. 
 
(f) Traffic Speed Limit on A540 – The Parkgate Road 
 
 The Clerk reported that a meeting was being proposed between 

representatives from Puddington and District Parish Council, this Council 
and Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Executive Member, Councillor 
Lynn Riley at 1:00pm on Monday, 2 August 2010 at Backford Hall to 
discuss speed limits on the A540.  Up to two Members were requested to 
represent the Council at this meeting and the Committee was asked to put 
forward nominations in respect of this. 
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 Members debated the need for the meeting and whether they should send 
representatives to it.  However, it was thought that Councillor B Kerr 
expected to attend. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor B Kerr can attend the above meeting to represent the 

Council if he wants to do so. 
 
(g) Bus Stop Opposite Aspen Grove on Hermitage Road 
 
 It was reported that no progress had been made on this. 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar reported that people living in Aspen Grove had 

requested cul-de-sac signs.  The Clerk informed that she had been told by 
the Area Engineer that they were on order. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be received. 
 
(h) Bus Shelter on The Parkgate Road – Roof Repairs 
 
 Repairs were definitely deemed necessary.  One quotation had already 

been received from Mr H Wilkinson. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That other quotations be sought in respect of the bus shelter for timber 

work and felt. 
 
(i) Hedge on Hermitage Road/Aspen Grove 
 
 It was reported that the hedge needed cutting and any debris left behind 

needed removing. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to contact the landowner, Mr H Warrington of 

Pear Tree Farm, Saughall, and request he take the necessary action. 
 
(j) Proposal for Traffic Lights at the Junction of The Parkgate Road and Long 

Lane 
 
 It was noted from an email dated 25 June 2010 from Kay Parry of Cheshire 

West and Chester Council that the criteria was not met to justify traffic 
lights at this junction. 
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(k) Church Walk Pathway – Uneven Surface 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Members check to see if this problem had been resolved. 
 
(l) Annual Weed Spraying 
 
 The Area Engineer had informed that the annual weed spraying work had 

commenced at the beginning of July. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(m)Grit Meeting with Representatives of Cheshire West and Chester Council 
 
 It was reported that Kieran Collins of Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 

Highways Department was arranging the meeting, being held to discuss 
future arrangements.  He would contact the Clerk once the date and venue 
had been agreed. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted and Councillor B Kerr be requested to attend any 

future Grit meeting. 
 
(n) Replacement Barriers at the Edgerton Arms Public House 
 
 It was reported that this work had been carried out. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(o) Bus Stop Upgrades in Saughall 
 
 Members considered a letter dated 12 July 2010 from Cheshire West and 

Chester (CWAC) Council’s Operations Manager – Infrastructure, Integrated 
Transport Service.  The letter informed that his Council, in partnership with 
Arriva and First Bus companies, were introducing improved bus services in 
the Blacon and Saughall areas of Chester from 29 August 2010.  This 
partnership would operate under the brand name Blacon Pointer.  CWAC 
Council contribution to this partnership was to introduce new publicity and 
new and improved bus stop infrastructure.  At most stops raised kerbs 
would be introduced to aid level access to the buses plus new shelters 
where required.  In addition, new poles and flags bearing the Blacon 
Pointer logo would be introduced. 

 
 Along The Ridings in Saughall the bus service had always operated on a 

Hail and Ride basis but as part of the new scheme formalised stops were 
to be introduced on this road.  Details of the locations would be provided 
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once site meetings had taken place.  A spreadsheet detailing the officer’s 
initial thoughts for the existing stops in Saughall had been appended to the 
letter.  The Parish Council’s comments were invited on these. 

 
 It was noted that the programme of improvements would start in late 

August and would work out from Chester City Centre through Blacon to 
Saughall and would be completed by the end of the financial year. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the detail of the letter be noted;  and 
 
(2) Councillor B Kerr be asked for his views on suggested bus stops at the 

next meeting of the Council on Monday, 2 August 2010. 
 
(p) Pelican Crossing on Church Road 
 
 It had been noted that the lights were out on the Pelican Crossing. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to contact Paul Parry of Cheshire West and 

Chester Council to ascertain what the problem is. 
 
31 GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Fiddlers Lane Car Park – Drainage 
 
 It was noted that there were no drainage problems in the car park at the 

present time. 
 
 It was noted that the car park was being well used. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(b) Condition of the Outer Field 
 
 It was reported that there was a serious litter problem in the Park.  

Councillor Mrs HL Thorniley-Jones had picked up a lot of it, in advance of 
Saughall Sports Day, along with dog dirt.  Members were informed that the 
Litter Picking Contractor delittered the Park every day.  The perimeter path 
was covered in weeds.  The Cricket Club had concerns over the clover and 
it was thought it may plan to spray it. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
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(c) Ponds 
 
 It was reported the ‘Beaver’ dam was working well to stop the water 

backing up into the ditches.  It was also reported that there was a lot of 
litter in the ponds and that they needed clearing out. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be received. 
 
(d) Infestations 
 
 Following recent action, it was noted that there appeared to be less rabbits 

in the Park, although there was a lot of holes in the perimeter path. 
 
 The mole treatment had also worked as there was less of their activity in 

evidence. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be received. 
 
(e) Tenders Received 
 
 Two quotations had been received in respect of gates and posts and one 

to dispose of the gates and posts currently in place and replace with three 
heavy duty bollards.  Replacing the gates with bollards did not find favour 
with Members. 

 
 Quotations had also been received from Massey and Harris to supply a 

new 10mm galvanised runway cable in the sum of £90.00 and to fit it 
(needing two men) in the sum of £250.00.  It was noted that a risk had 
been identified which required immediate attention.  The Clerk confirmed 
that she had delegated authority to spend this amount thereby ensuring 
this work was done as quickly as possible.  She would contact the 
contractor without delay. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) Council be RECOMMENDED in the interest of value for money to take 
no further action to replace the gates and posts until such time that, 
through wear and tear, they required replacement;  and 

 
(2) the action the Clerk will take in respect of the aerial runway be noted. 

 
(f) Replacement of Multi-Play Unit/Slide Shute 
 
 Councillor A Warrington reported that the provisional date for installation of 

the new equipment was Wednesday, 4 August 2010 and would take two 
days.  He would contact the Chairman to request the keys to the Uniform 
Groups’ Headquarters so the workmen would be able to use the facilities. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(g) Annual Playground Inspection 
 
 Members considered the Annual Playground Inspection Report in detail.  

Two issues stood out that required the following actions: 
 

• Aerial Runway – the protruding bolt lengths on the underside of the 
platform needed to be cropped off and filed down to nut level – The 
Clerk would ask Massey and Harris if they were willing to undertake this 
work at no extra cost when they repaired the aerial runway cable. 

• Ownership/Information signage - Golden Jubilee Park – signage as a 
whole be considered at the next meeting of the Field Committee. 

 
 Members’ attention was also drawn to the state of the safety surfaces 

which now looked very shabby.  Consideration would need to be given to 
where funding could be accessed to assist wet pour replacement. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the Clerk take the actions detailed above;  and 
 
(2) the Council be RECOMMENDED to consider replacing the safety 

surfaces in the Park. 
 
(h) Community Payback Scheme 
 
 It was reported that there was still work outstanding, e.g. railings.  This 

would be picked up along with any new work at the next meeting of the 
Field Committee. 

 
(i) External Funding 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar informed that he would provide the Clerk with a form 

on which to apply for a grant of no more than £1,000 from his Ward fund, 
as he was also a Member of Cheshire West and Chester Council, to assist 
with the cost of the new Multi-Play Unit/Slide Shute. 

 
 Councillor Mrs HL Thorniley-Jones informed that she would send details of 

a Rural Partnership funding opportunity to the Clerk. 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar agreed to find out who had expertise within Cheshire 

West and Chester Council to put together bids for external funding. 
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(j) Golden Jubilee Park Inspection 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Members of the Field Committee be requested to meet on site, as 

soon as possible, and carry out a full inspection of the Golden Jubilee Park 
and report their findings back to the Council. 

 


